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and Cabinet through Iris old acquaintance, Rob Tyler, He apparently also meant to lecture, and to look after his prospects of becoming an officeholder, the particular post in view being an Inspectorship, The visit was unfortunate. On the evening of his arrival he began to drink, and his host's " rummy coffee " following- port wine made the beginning of a spree. On the next day, March 11, he so far lost his head as to write a contra-clictoT'y and untrue letter,1 plainly the composition of an intoxicated man, to his partner; and a day later, Mr, J. E. Dow, who was taking care of him, also dispatched a letter to Mr. Clarke, advising him to come on and take charge of his friend, as Mr. Thomas was too ill to do so, and he himself too much engaged, while they both felt afraid to send him off to Philadelphia alone, lest he should be led to stop at Baltimore, and there meet with some harm. "Mrs. Poe," says the writer pitifully, " is in a bad state of health, and I charge you, as you have a soul to be saved, to say not one word to her about him until he arrives with you."2 Poe, however, was sent home by himself, and arrived at Philadelphia March 15, where he was met at the station by Mrs. Clemm. After going home he called on Clarke, who was greatly surprised to see him, but received him " cordially and made light of the matters " at least, so Poe wrote to. his two;
.....        i Poe to Clarke.    Gill, p. 120'.
.«.Ho)/ to Olarfce.   GUI, p. 121.     , :ut it slightly veiled a lovely Allegory — in which "Religion " was typified, and the whole paintede."1
